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Dear Parents and Carers

As we come to the end of another academic year, | would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
your continued support and partnership. Together, we have made significant progress as a school
community, and | am incredibly proud of everything our students have achieved. This year has seen
major improvements in the quality of lessons and school culture, with a strong focus on ensuring every
child experiences ambitious, engaging learning every day. We have strengthened our academic offer
through richer knowledge-based curricula, more challenging texts and higher expectations across all
subjects. Please enjoy our summer bulletin here: link.

Attendance has continued to improve, something we know has a direct impact on both student
wellbeing and academic success, and we are grateful for the support families have given in helping us
achieve this. We have also enhanced our rewards system to ensure students are recognised and
celebrated regularly for their achievements, effort and contributions to school life. Beyond the
classroom, we have broadened our enrichment offer considerably, particularly in the final term, with a
range of clubs, visits and educational trips designed to help our young people grow beyond the
curriculum. None of this would have been possible without the collaboration between school and home.
Whether through parents' evenings, celebration events, information evenings, coffee mornings,
performances or the daily support you provide at home, your partnership has played a vital role in helping
our students succeed.

Looking Ahead

Looking ahead to September, we are excited about the next stage of our journey. We have recruited a
number of fantastic new teachers and support staff who will bring expertise, enthusiasm and experience
to Gracewood Academy, and we are delighted with the quality of appointments we have made. We will
share a Parent Handbook before the start of term, providing useful information about school life and
introducing key staff members.

Curriculum Changes

We will also be making some curriculum changes. We remain absolutely committed to offering a broad
and balanced curriculum because we believe all children deserve access to a wide range of subjects and
opportunities. For example, although Drama is not a national curriculum requirement, we continue to
value and invest in it as an important part of our wider curriculum. To ensure we can sustain this breadth
of provision, Latin will be paused as a taught curriculum subject next year, with the intention of
reintroducing it in the future. We have worked closely with the Future Academies team to develop a Latin
enrichment club so that students with a passion for the subject can continue to develop their knowledge
beyond the classroom. In addition, our new Year 7 students will study Spanish. As one of the most widely
spoken languages in the world and a language that offers substantial opportunities for future study,
travel and employment, Spanish will provide students with valuable linguistic and cultural experiences
from the very start of their secondary education.
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Uniform

We previously sent information regarding school uniform and appreciate that students have now come
home with most of their new items. Should you have missed Monday’s uniform event or need further
assistant with sizing do reach out to us. If you would like additional items find them on our uniform
ordering website: Gracewood Academy | Price & Buckland

We have deliberately minimised branded uniform items to just three key pieces, making it easier and
more affordable for families. This means that grey trousers and skirts (pleated and knee length) may be
purchased from other retailers, provided they meet the school's uniform specification. All students were
given their free new uniform bundle this week with their sizing, the jumpers will be given to students in
September.

e School shoes: Please ensure students have black school shoes for September.
Trainers are not part of our school uniform.

e PE Kit: You will notice on the uniform site there is a PE polo tops as part of the
bundle. We ask students to wear black or blue shorts with their PE kit. You may
wish to purchase them from the uniform website, keep current ones or from
another provider. We ask that shorts are loose and knee-length.

e Jewellery policy: Students can wear one pair of studs and a non-smart watch
only. This means necklaces, bracelets and rings are no longer
permitted. Students are not permitted to wear facial piercings.

e School Bag: We ask that students have plain backpacks in dark colours for school.

Equipment
We ask all children to bring a bag to school for their books, you may want to purchase our new
Gracewood Academy bag on our website. To ensure students are fully prepared for learning, we ask that
they bring a pencil case containing:

e Black or blue writing pen

e Green pen for self-marking

e Pencil
e FEraser
e Ruler

e Whiteboard pen
e A scientific calculator

Equipment can be purchased through our school equipment shop, either as complete packs or as
individual replacement items. Purchases can be made through the MCAS app, which is also used for
school lunch payments.

Mobile Phone Consultation
Earlier this term, we consulted with families regarding our proposal to move towards a 'brick phone'
model for students, in line with emerging guidance and growing national debate around young people's
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smartphone use. We would like to thank everyone who took the time to respond. We received a large
number of thoughtful and constructive responses, which have helped inform our next steps.

Many parents expressed strong support for the proposal, recognising the benefits of reducing screen
time, supporting children's wellbeing, and helping young people navigate the challenges and risks
associated with social media and online activity. We also heard from parents who had concerns and
questions, particularly around how any changes might affect communication and student safety before
and after school. We value all of these perspectives and appreciate the care with which families shared
their views.

As a school, we want to ensure that all voices are heard before making any wider changes. Therefore, we
will be running a further online consultation with parents and carers of students in Years 8-11 during the
new academic year to gather additional feedback and discuss the practical implications of any future
policy changes.

Following careful consideration, we have decided to introduce a 'brick phone' policy for our new Year
7 cohort. We believe this provides an opportunity to establish positive habits from the start of secondary
school whilst allowing us to evaluate the impact of the approach over time. Year 7 parents will receive
further detail | due course.

Thank you once again for your engagement with this consultation and for continuing to work in
partnership with us on matters that affect the wellbeing, safety and success of our young people. We
saw an appetite for additional support sessions for families on managing online safety at home so do
look out for events in the new year.

September Return

We are looking forward to welcoming students back in September and beginning another exciting year at
Gracewood Academy. The first few days of term have been carefully planned to help students settle back
into school routines, understand any changes for the new academic year and start positively. Students
will receive their new timetables, meet new teachers, and take partin assemblies and tutor activities
that will reintroduce key expectations, school systems and opportunities available to them this year. Our
staggered return allows us to give each year group the attention and support they need, ensuring every
student is well prepared for a successful start to the new term.

|Year Group”Date of Return HArrival Time ”School Day |

|Year 7 HThursday 3 September HArrive by 8:50am for a prompt 9 am start H9:00am -3:00pm |

Arrive by 8:10 am for a prompt 8:25 am

Year 11 Thursday 3 September
start

8:25am -3:00pm

|Years 8&9”Friday4September HArrive by 8:50am for a prompt 9 am start H9:OOam—3:00pm |

|Year 10 ”Friday4September HArrive by 8:50am for a prompt 9 am start ”9:OOam—3:00pm |

Return to Normal School Day
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Year 7 and Year 11 should arrive at usual times, 8.10am for a prompt 8.25am start on Friday 4"
September.

From Monday 7th September, the whole school will return to normal operating hours.

School gates open from 8:10am

All students should arrive in good time before the 8:25am bell

Lessons begin promptly after morning line-up

The school day finishes at 3:00pm

We look forward to welcoming all students back in September and starting another successful year
together.

Breakfast Club

Our canteen is open from 8.10 should children want to purchase food for breakfast. Students in receipt
of Free School Meals can enjoy a free breakfast.

Free School Meals
We want to make sure every child who is entitled to a free school meal receives one. From September
2026 the rules are changing and many more families will qualify.

Why it is worth applying?
e Your child receives a healthy free lunch every school day.
e Registering may help the school receive valuable extra Pupil Premium funding. This is only
available for pupils who qualify forincome-based, or “targeted”, free school meals.
e Youonly need to apply once. We will check again once a year on your behalf.

Who qualifies?

Your child can get free school meals if you receive any of these:

e Universal Credit

e Income Support, Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance, or Income-related Employment and
Support Allowance

e The guarantee element of Pension Credit
e Child Tax Credit (and not Working Tax Credit) with income no more than £16,190
e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

How to apply
Apply online through Hertfordshire County Council. It takes a few minutes:

Free school meals and other benefits | Hertfordshire County Council
If you need any help, please contact the school office on admin@gracewood.futureacademies.org

What will be asked for, and how we protect it

To check eligibility, you will need to provide:

® your name
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* date of birth
e National Insurance number (or NASS number)

These are checked securely against government records to give a simple yes or no, we do not see your
benefit details. Thank you for helping us make sure no child misses out, and that the school receives all
the funding it is entitled to.

Summer Support Services for Families

e Hertsmere Family Centres — Parenting support, family advice, activities and early help. Tel: 0300
123 7572. [hertsfamil...entres.org], [hertsfamil...entres.org]

e With Youth (Hertfordshire Mind) - Free mental health and emotional wellbeing support for young
people. Tel: 0208 189 8400. [withyouth.org]

o Services for Young People (SfYP) - Youth support, careers advice, wellbeing support and
summer activities. [servicesfo...people.org]

o Citizens Advice Hertsmere — Advice on benefits, housing, debt, employment and family
finances. Tel: 0800 144 8848. [citizensad...ice.org.uk]

e Healthy Hub Hertsmere - Free support with wellbeing, healthy lifestyles, physical activity and
community connections. [pottersbar...news.co.uk]

e Hertsmere Mencap - Support, advice and holiday activities for children and young people with
learning disabilities and their families. [hertsmerem...cap.org.uk]

e Mental Health Crisis Support - HPFT 24/7 Mental Health Helpline: 0800 6444 101 or NHS 111
(Option 2). In an emergency, call 999. [hertfordshire.gov.uk]

e Children's Services / Family First — Early help and safeguarding support for children and
families. [hertfordshire.gov.uk]

I hope you have a restful summer and look forward to working with you in the new academic year o
ensure Gracewood Academy continues to grow and thrive.

Best wishes,

Yours Sincerely,

oty

Ms Georgina Charles

Principal
Gracewood Academy
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